
  

   

 

It's Thursday, July 1, 2021 . In today's issue: New book; World-Herald 

partnership; Disaster planning; Jell-O!; Nebraska National Guard at the border; 

Before-and-after photos of historic buildings; Native American artist Angel 

DeCora; Chimney Rock.  

 

 

 

 

 

ñNebraska History Momentsò book offers bite-sized 

stories and photos  
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History Nebraska has published a new book designed to provoke wonder and 

curiosity even among readers with little time or short attention spans. Each 

page of Nebraska History Moments uses a photo or artifact to tell a true story 

about the past. The $14.95 paperback features 120 individual stories written by 

History Nebraskaôs publications editor David Bristow. 

  

You can read it straight through, but itôs written to be browsed. Here are the 

turning points, scenes of daily life, disasters, amusements, causes and 

controversies, changing technologies, and the lives of people who lived in a 

Nebraska that sometimes seems familiar to us, and sometimes seems a world 

away. 

  

The featured photos and artifacts are drawn mostly from History Nebraskaôs 

extensive collections. 

  

The book is sold online via University of Nebraska Press (and other online 

retailers) and at the Nebraska History Museum in Lincoln, Chimney Rock, and 

Fort Robinson. 

 

You can also sign up for a free, weekly ñNebraska History Momentò email. (These 

will be different from the ones in the book. Emails begin the second full week of 

July.) 

 

Help us spread the word:   

¶ Tell your friends about the book and the weekly emails. Share a link to 

history.nebraska.gov/books. People don't have to be History Nebraska 

members to receive the emails, and it's a great way to introduce them to 

our work. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nebraskapress.unl.edu%2Fhistory-nebraska%2F9780933307421%2F%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660017965502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1FtbDunkCf4YGlKQHhGoVydpbWAgngoUnffEDwHQDxY%3D&reserved=0
https://history.nebraska.gov/publications/nebraska-history-moments-further-reading?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
https://history.nebraska.gov/books?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
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¶ Post a review on Amazon, even if you bought the book elsewhere. 

The book and weekly emails are a small part of our outreach to Nebraskans 

who love history--including those who don't yet know that they love history. And 

just like your membership, book sales support our work.  

 

 

 

 

 

History Nebraska, Omaha -World Herald partner on a 

series of articles  

 

 

  

 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FNebraska-History-Moments-David-Bristow%2Fdp%2F093330742X%2Fref%3Dsr_1_5%3Fdchild%3D1%26keywords%3Dnebraska%2Bhistory%2Bmoments%26qid%3D1624894089%26s%3Dbooks%26sr%3D1-5%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660017975457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DNAvueVDN7wI3DmNWjMHe%2BYm6BH7n7wFOih4o1EbPaQ%3D&reserved=0
https://history.nebraska.gov/membership?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fbusiness%2Flocal%2Fcould-warehouse-conversion-have-worked-for-omahas-jobbers-canyon%2Farticle_fd2a78b0-d8ed-11eb-b4ad-fbede8872b39.html%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-%23tracking-source%3Dhome-the-latest&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660017975457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UGEWNx5oj15P2iHO0OvHJePGkhBnH0keiXNNIoHTVCQ%3D&reserved=0
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The Omaha World-Herald, in partnership with History Nebraska, is examining 

key issues in Omaha's downtown redevelopment over the past 50 years. 

 

ñThe World-Herald is digging deeply into the redevelopment efforts of the past 

50 years,ò writes reporter Cindy Gonzalez. ñToday and in future articles, the 

newspaper hopes to illuminate why certain efforts worked or not, who pulled the 

strings, and what lies ahead. 

 

ñThe World-Herald is partnering with History Nebraska, which conducted 

interviews with 20 major players in business, philanthropy and government who 

influenced or watched some of the most significant redevelopment efforts of the 

past five decades.ò 

 

The series is ongoing:  

¶ Could warehouse conversion have worked for Omahaôs Jobbers Canyon? 

¶ Redefining downtown: Omaha's Gene Leahy Mall changed the city once. What 

will happen this time? 

¶ Redefining downtown: Rescuing historic facades can be hit or miss venture 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you ready for a disaster?  

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fbusiness%2Flocal%2Fcould-warehouse-conversion-have-worked-for-omahas-jobbers-canyon%2Farticle_fd2a78b0-d8ed-11eb-b4ad-fbede8872b39.html%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-%23tracking-source%3Dhome-the-latest&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660017985412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sHIazedvzG7woAZPXg4AvAhmzekZTYcNOAiNHqnPJbs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fbusiness%2Flocal%2Fredefining-downtown-omahas-gene-leahy-mall-changed-the-city-once-what-will-happen-this-time%2Farticle_802f2678-cabd-11eb-95f4-bb918911c5d7.html%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660017985412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=F%2BDKwTwKOEZR%2Fad1CIBkGleBTlnhNXAM6g5PsKnYTyI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fbusiness%2Flocal%2Fredefining-downtown-omahas-gene-leahy-mall-changed-the-city-once-what-will-happen-this-time%2Farticle_802f2678-cabd-11eb-95f4-bb918911c5d7.html%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660017985412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=F%2BDKwTwKOEZR%2Fad1CIBkGleBTlnhNXAM6g5PsKnYTyI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fomaha.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fhistory%2Fredefining-downtown-rescuing-historic-facades-can-be-hit-or-miss-venture%2Farticle_fa6e4c48-af74-11eb-82ad-3b26c86e5e31.html%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-%23tracking-source%3Dhome-top-story&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660017995369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=h59%2BwHf9h3%2F8ZLYqlgSuJVwE9G%2FmzZvog0jslw3CV64%3D&reserved=0
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Donôt worry ï weôre not predicting one. (These days we feel like we need to say 

that up front.) We know that many of our readers are involved in local museums 

and other educational and cultural institutions. If thatôs you, read this article. 

 

The staff at History Nebraskaôs Gerald R. Ford Conservation Center deal with 

damaged artifacts every day (when they arenôt hamming it up for the 

photographer). This ñMay Dayò post offers good year-round advice for cultural 

institutions. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

 

 

When Jell -O salad was a status symbol  

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/may-day?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-


6 

 

 

  

 

 

Are you planning the food you'll bring to a family gathering over the Fourth? We 

donôt have to explain that traditional Midwestern salads usually donôt include 

lettuce. For many Nebraskans, ñsaladò means some sort of fruit suspended in 

gelatin with whipped topping. 

 

The editors of the Nebraska Centennial First Ladiesô Cookbook (1966) agreed, 

opening that section of the cookbook with the paired photos of a pineapple-

cucumber molded salad (shown here) and Snake River Falls near 

Valentine. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/when-jell-o-salad-was-status-symbol?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
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The Nebraska National Guard at the Mexican border  

 

 

  

 

 

The medal shown here has long been known to collectors, but few others have 

seen it or know the story behind it. The medal commemorates the service of the 

Nebraska National Guard on the Mexican border in 1917 after Mexican 

revolutionary leader Pancho Villa attacked a town in New Mexico. 

 

The Nebraska Guard didnôt see combat, though their deployment helped 

prepare the men for eventual World War I service. But their story also involves 

shabby treatment by their own government, and these inexpensive medals 

didnôt make up for that. Keep reading.  

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/nebraska-national-guard-mexican-border-service-medals?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
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Who commanded US troops during the Mexican Expedition of 1916 -17? 

   

It was former Lincoln resident John J. Pershing, soon to command the 

American Expeditionary Force in World War I. In 1920 Pershingôs allies 

promoted him as a presidential candidateðand their strategy for securing the 

GOP nomination centered on Nebraska. 

 

Read more in the Summer 2021 issue of Nebraska History Magazine, a benefit 

of History Nebraska membership. (History Nebraska members have already 

read the full story about the Nebraska National Guard in the Spring issue.) 

Beco me a member today!  

 

 

  

https://history.nebraska.gov/membership?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
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Before -and-after photos of buildings that used the 

Historic Tax Credit  

 

 

  

 

 

Look at five buildings from Chadron, Hastings, Kearney, Omaha, Pender ï a 

sample of properties that benefitted from Nebraskaôs Historic Tax Credit, a 

program administered by History Nebraska. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/historic-tax-credit-programs?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
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Why is this 1903 painting by Native American artist 

Angel DeCora so dark?  

 

 

  

 

One of the most important Native American artists of the early 20th century was 

born in Nebraska. Angel DeCora was born on the Winnebago Reservation in 

1871, and grew up in a time of significant transition in indigenous life. 

 

Paintings conservator Kenneth Bé recently treated a 1903 DeCora painting at 
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the Gerald R. Ford Conservation Center. The paintingôs stretcher was brittle 

and fractured in places. The canvas has a one-inch tear and several old 

punctures that had been mended in the past. 

 

And why was the painting so dark? Bé could tell that it had darkened 

considerably over the past century. How did he know? And was there a way to 

restore it to DeCoraôs vision? Keep reading.  

 

 

 

 

 

The silent story behind the photo  

 

 

  

 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/angel-decora-portrait-ford-conservation-center?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
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William G. Marshall (standing) opened one of Lincolnôs earliest shoemaking 

shops in 1879. Like both of his parents, he was born deaf, but this didnôt stop 

him from becoming an ñartist in the professionò according to the Nebraska State 

Journal. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

 

 

Free admission at Chimney Rock July 17  

 

 

  

 

We're offering free admission to the Chimney Rock Museum all day on Saturday, 

July 17, to celebrate the museum's grand re-opening. The expanded museum, 

with new exhibits, re-opened last year, but we didn't plan a 2020 event (for 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/william-g-marshall-deaf-shoe-maker?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
https://history.nebraska.gov/rock?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
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reasons we don't need to explain). If you're in the Panhandle that day, stop in 

and see us!   

    

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

History Nebraska Newsletter, David Bristow, Editor, history.nebraska.gov  

Want to change how you receive these emails? You can update your preferences or 

unsubscribe from this list. 
  

    

 

 

 

 

 

This email was sent to david.bristow@nebraska.gov  

why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  

History Nebraska · 1500 R Street · Lincoln, NE 68508 · USA  

 

 

 

 

Complete articles: 

 

May Day  
May 1st, or May Day, is the day set aside by cultural institutions to make sure they are prepared 
in case of emergencies.   It is important for institutions with collections to have a disaster 
preparedness plan and update it on a regular basis.   Individuals  and families with collections and 
heirlooms that they want to protect will benefit from planning as well.  

https://history.nebraska.gov/?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fprofile%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D%5BUNIQID%5D%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660018015282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YgmGQvBs1KpqrLAxxcy4bLnz0xaxT9kzWSa21Dj2yvw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Funsubscribe%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D%5BUNIQID%5D%26c%3Dbf5da1f87f%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660018025233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4tKg8j1RbJNPUc5PkmJCT84V9VzywLtwfhlqRK5JNVg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:david.bristow@nebraska.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fabout%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3D36fd1b9791&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660018025233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HcJ13Lc36cGPhhtgkxfSVsG8vVQnRdTT2rgi3CGloPI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Funsubscribe%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3D36fd1b9791&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660018035204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DddiSZLwnxO6UrgyeUONdSS8qSDLui1haf1OlaROGM0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fprofile%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3D36fd1b9791&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660018035204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XO%2F77dzxqquURp9xI9iOXyTcpofm1T54B4Bexf%2FwVx8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660017995369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yjjRfCcgiekniKZiTJPraDZWA%2Bb7i32ig1lOd67SISc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660018005328%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AmhmTDk%2FdzzDRYr7m8WNi5V%2BQSxSVAl%2F3zFvS0N58FY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3D36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cb8b5370b9df045e26c2e08d93cc9dee1%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637607660018015282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ryRewspLzUZ%2F6DvwHsyLtj0N8CmUbTYxpanzRFfmAeA%3D&reserved=0
https://history.nebraska.gov/?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=36fd1b9791-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_06_28_07_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-36fd1b9791-
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The first step in preparing a disaster plan is to anticipate what disasters are most likely to happen 
in your area and research what state and local resources might be available.  

Sometimes, you are given enough warning to mitigate the effects of a disaster. However, 
emergencies, by their nature, are unplanned and unpredictable.   They can pose a threat to life, 
health, or property.   They can be on a major scale, like a tornado, or a minor scale, like a leaking 
pipe.   They can be generalized such as an earthquake, or localized to a single room in a 
building.   The most common sources of emergencies are weather, flooding and leaks, power 
failure, accidents, malfunctions, and crime.  
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Covering items in plastic overnight or while in storage can prevent damage from water or swings 
in temperature and relative humidity.  

The fear and anxiety caused by an emergency can prevent people from acting as they sho uld 
during that emergency.   An emergency plan can help people respond with rational and calm 
actions, in cooperation with others, and following established protocols.   The best response can 
only happen when there is an effective plan, well - trained staff, a dequate supplies and 
equipment, and the opportunity to practice.  
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Having a supply kit read y for emergencies and making sure staff are aware of its location and how 
to use the supplies is an essential part of an emergency plan.  

The size and scope of the plan depends on the size of the institution and collection it houses. 
Plans can be tailored t o reflect the scale of the collection in addition to the size of the staff and 
resources available in the event of an emergency.   Creating a thorough and effective plan is a 
complex process and should be done over time with careful thought.   The American I nstitute of 
Conservation recommends the following preparation activities on their website  HERE. 

¶ If you have a disaster plan, dust it off and make sure it's up to date.  
¶ If you don't have a plan, commit to creating one by making a timeline for developing it.  
¶ Conduct a building evacuation drill, evaluate the results, and discuss ways to improve 

your staff's performance.   
¶ Update your staff contact information and create a wallet - size version of your emergency 

contact roster using the  ºŒĉŁēź ½ēŲūŒŋŲē ºńðŋ̲ ˮº½ēº̲˯ 
¶ Identify the three biggest risks to your collection or building (such as a dust storm, leaking 

water pipe, heavy snow, or power failure) and outline steps to mitigate them. You can use 
FAIC's tools for risk evaluation  to guide your assessment.  

¶ Identify and prioritize important collection materials.  

http://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/emergencies/mayday
http://www.statearchivists.org/programs/emergency-preparedness/emergency-preparedness-resources/pocket-response-plantm-prep-tm-english-template/%5d
http://www.culturalheritage.org/resources/emergencies/risk-evaluation-and-planning-program
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¶ Eliminate hazards such as sto rage in hallways, blocked fire exits, or improper storage of 
paints, solvents, etc.  

¶ Make a plan to install any needed safety systems.  
¶ Plan to train and drill an in - house disaster team.  
¶ Provide staff with easily accessible disaster response information, suc h as the Emergency 

Response and Salvage Wheel.  
¶ Get to know your local firefighters and police -- invite them to come tour your institution 

and give you pointers on safety and preparedness.  
¶ Plan to take a course on risk assessment or disaster planning.   

 

It is important to regularly review your plan and make changes as necessary, for example due to 
staff changes or updating contact information.  

 ŊēŮĳĉðŋ  ńńĳðŋĉē ŒĨ yſŲēſŊ įðŲ ð ĩſĳďē ĉðńńēď ˺?ēƓēńŒūĳŋĩ ð ?ĳŲðźēŮ
ºŮēūðŮēďŋēŲŲ˧CŊēŮĩēĉŋƖ ½ēŲūŒŋŲē ºńðŋ˻ źįðź ĉðŋ Ĉē ĨŒſŋď Œŋ źįēĳŮ ƔēĈŲĳźē˛ www.aam -
us.org/wp -content/uploads/2018/01/developing -a-disaster -plan - final.pdf  

Additional resources can be found here:  www.aam -us.org/programs/resource -
library/disaster -preparedness - response - resources/  

http://www.aam-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/developing-a-disaster-plan-final.pdf
http://www.aam-us.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/developing-a-disaster-plan-final.pdf
http://www.aam-us.org/programs/resource-library/disaster-preparedness-response-resources/
http://www.aam-us.org/programs/resource-library/disaster-preparedness-response-resources/
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As always, if you have questions about your collections , please contact the Ford Conservation 
Center staff at  HN.FordCenter@nebraska.gov  or 402 - 595- 1180. 

  

mailto:HN.FordCenter@nebraska.gov
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When Jell -O salad was a status symbol  

 

By David L. Bristow, Editor  

  

ãē ďŒŋ˽ź įðƓē źŒ ēƕūńðĳŋ źįðź źŮðďĳźĳŒŋðń yĳďƔēŲźēŮŋ ŲðńðďŲ ſŲſðńńƖ ďŒŋ˽ź ĳŋĉńſďē ńēźźſĉēˡ ˺Áðńðď˻
traditionally means some sort of fruit suspended in gelatin with whipped topping.  

The editors of the  zēĈŰðŴŃð 9ēōżēōōĵðņ WĵŰŴż sðďĵēŴˮ 9ŔŔŃĈŔŔŃ (1966) agreed, opening that section 
of the cookbook with the paired photos of a pineapple - cucumber molded salad and Snake River 
Falls near Valentine. The cookbook was compiled by Nebraska First Lady Maxine Morrison and 
ēďĳźēď ĈƖ 9ńĳĨĨŲ˽ zŒźēŲ ĉŒ- founder Catherine Hille gass. 
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This copy belonged to Maxine Kessinger of Bancroft, Nebraska. 
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Jell- O salads had a special significance at mid - twentieth century gatherings , as South Dakota 
poet and essayist Kathleen Norris explained in her 1993 book,  Dakota: A Spiritual Geography . 
˺¡ŋē įðŲ źŒ źįĳŋŁ ĳŋ źēŮŊŲ ŒĨ ŲźðźſŲ˜˻ Ųįē ƔŮĳźēŲˡ 

˺ÁźðźſŲ ðŋď ēńēĉźŮĳĉĳźƖˡ bź ƔðŲŋ˽ź ſŋźĳń źįē ðďƓēŋź ŒĨ ēńēĉźŮĳĉ ŮēĨŮĳĩēŮðźĳŒŋ źįðź nēńń- O 
becaŊē ð Ųźðūńē ŒĨ źįē ūŒźńſĉŁ ŲſūūēŮ ŒŮ źįē ƔŒŊēŋ˽Ų ĉńſĈ ńſŋĉįēŒŋ˜ ðŋď źįðź Ŋēðŋź
town women could serve Jell - O long before country women. Jell - O remained elusive for 
źįē ŊŒŲź ŮēŊŒźē ŮſŮðń ƔŒŊēŋ ſŋźĳń Ɣēńń ĳŋźŒ źįē ʼ˄ˀʻŲˡ˻ 

Long after everyone had electricity,  the Jell- O salad remains a staple of many family, church, and 
community gatherings.  

^ēŮē ðŮē ð ĨēƔ ˺Ųðńðď˻ ŮēĉĳūēŲ ĨŮŒŊ źįē ĉēŋźēŋŋĳðń ĉŒŒŁĈŒŒŁ˜ ŲźðŮźĳŋĩ Ɣĳźį źįē ūĳŋēðūūńē-
ĉſĉſŊĈēŮ ŊŒńďēď Ųðńðď ŲįŒƔŋ ĳŋ źįē ūįŒźŒˡ åŒſ ĉðŋ ðńŊŒŲź įēðŮ ƖŒſŮ ðſŋź˽Ų ńðſĩįźēŮ and feel 
the metallic creak of folding chairs in the church basement.  
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Sources: 

Maxine Morrison, compiler, and Catherine J. Hillegass, editor,  zēĈŰðŴŃð 9ēōżēōōĵðņ WĵŰŴż sðďĵēŴˮ
Cookbook (Lincoln: Centennial Press, 1966).  

Kathleen Norris,  Dakota: A Spiritual Geography  (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1993), 136.  
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Nebraska National Guard Mexican Border Service 
Medals  
By Breanna Fanta, Editorial Assistant   

For over 30 years, 
Mark D. Hunt has collected and studied military insignia. An obscure bronze medal led him to 
rēŲēðŮĉį zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų ĳŋƓŒńƓēŊēŋź ĳŋ źįē Îŋĳźēď ÁźðźēŲ˽ yēƕĳĉðŋ CƕūēďĳźĳŒŋ ŒĨ ʼ˄ʼˁˡ bŋ ^ſŋź˽Ų Ĩſńń
ŲźŒŮƖ˜ ˺zēĈŮðŲŁð yēƕĳĉðŋ 8ŒŮďēŮ ÁēŮƓĳĉē yēďðń˻ ĳŋ źįē Nebraska History  Magazine˽Ų ÁūŮĳŋĩ ʽʻʽʼ
ĳŲŲſē˜ įē ēƕūńðĳŋŲ źįē ŲēŮƓĳĉē ŒĨ zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų zðźĳŒŋðń XſðŮď ðŋď źįe events leading to the 
creation of the medal.  

March 9, 1916, the small town of Columbus, New Mexico, which was guarded by a garrison of 
źŮŒŒūŲ˜ Ĩēńń ſŋďēŮ ðźźðĉŁˡ WŒŮ ſŋŁŋŒƔŋ ŮēðŲŒŋŲ˜ yēƕĳĉðŋ ½ēƓŒńſźĳŒŋðŮƖ XēŋēŮðń ˺ºðŋĉįŒ˻ âĳńńð
and his men targeted Colum bus in the night.  

(Nebraska Mexican Border Service Medal.  Author's collection ) 

For 90 minutes, buildings were set ablaze and the community was caught in a rain of bullets.   
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Following this attack, President Woodrow Wilson called for the mobilization of Texa s, Arizona, 
ðŋď zēƔ yēƕĳĉŒ˽Ų zðźĳŒŋðń XſðŮď ſŋĳźŲ˜ ðńŒŋĩ Ɣĳźį ðŋ ðďďĳźĳŒŋðń ʼʼʻ˜ʻʻʻ ŒźįēŮ zðźĳŒŋðń
Guardsmen.  

The Nebraska National Guard was called into service that June. It was comprised of the 4th and 
5th Regiment, with 2,000 servicemen combined. By Ju ly, Governor John H. Morehead ordered 
them to assemble at the State Fairgrounds in Lincoln. Those who met the physical requirements 
were loaded onto trains for Camp Llano Grande in Mercedes, Texas.  

While stationed there, the guardsmen completed daily inspe ctions, marching, drills, 
instructions, and target practices in hot and sandy conditions.  

By 1917, the United States no longer saw Villa as a threat and prepared to enter World War I. On 
zēƔ åēðŮ˽Ų CƓē˜ zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų4th ½ēĩĳŊēŋź ðŮŮĳƓēď ðź ¡Ŋðįð˽Ų WŒŮź 9ŮŒŒŁ. Upon their return, the 
army ordered that all equipment and uniforms be collected, but this created an uproar. Many of 
the men had purchased parts of their uniforms and personal equipment with their own money. 
The men gathered a load of uniforms and equip ment to shred and burn. The governor then 
negotiated a compromise that allowed each soldier to keep one good uniform to wear home, but 
all other items had to be returned.  

¡ŋĉē zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų4th Regiment was discharged, the 5th followed suit in February. That spring, the 
governor asked the legislature to pass a bill to awarding medals in recognition of the 
ĩſðŮďŲŊēŋ˽Ų ĈŒŮďēŮ ŲēŮƓĳĉēˡ Éįē Ĉĳńń ƔðŲ ðŊēŋďēď źŒ ŮēĳŊĈſŮŲē ēðĉį ŲŒńďĳēŮ ̅˂ˀ ĨŒŮ ďðŊðĩēď
ĉńŒźįĳŋĩ Łēūź ĳŋ Wźˡ 9ŮŒŒŁ˽Ų ˺ŊſŲźƖ ńŒĉŁēŮŲˡ˻ 

In total, 1,700 Mexi can Border Service Medals were produced. As a large percentage of the 
National Guardsmen were by then stationed in New Mexico awaiting overseas deployment, 
ŲŒŊē ŒĨ źįē ŊēďðńŲ ƔēŮē ďēńĳƓēŮēď źįēŮēˡ ^ŒƔēƓēŮ˜ ŮēĉĳūĳēŋźŲ ƔēŮēŋ˽ź ðńńŒƔēď źŒ ƔēðŮ źįēŊ ðŲ
˺ĨēďēŮðń ŮēĩſńðźĳŒŋŲ ĨŒŮĈĳď źįē ƔēðŮĳŋĩ ŒĨ ðŋƖ Ųźðźē Ŋēďðń Ɣįĳńē ĳŋ źįē ĨēďēŮðń ŲēŮƓĳĉēˡ˻ 

Today, the Nebraska National Guard Museum in Seward has over 200 of these service medals. 
ãįƖ ðŮē źįēŮē ŲŒ ŊðŋƖ ſŋĳŲŲſēď ŊēďðńŲˢ yðŋƖ ƔŒŋďēŮ ĳĨ źįēƖ ŲĳŊūńƖ ƔēŮēŋ˽ź ĉńðĳŊēď˜or if 
some recipients died between the time of their service and the time when the medals became 
available. 

Regardless, the medal commemorates an important moment on the eve of US entry into World 
War I. They deployment was meant to protect the border, but  it also provided the Nebraska 
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National Guard with valuable experience prior to their overseas deployment. Hunt concludes 
źįðź źįē ŊēďðńŲ ŮēŊðĳŋ ð źŮēðŲſŮēď ūðŮź ŒĨ zēĈŮðŲŁð˽Ų įĳŲźŒŮƖˡ 

 

(Presentation of colors, 4th Infantry, Nebraska National Guard, at Llano Gra nde, Texas, October 23, 1916. RG1596- 0- 34) 

  

 

The entire article can be foun d in the Spring 2021 edition of the Nebraska History Magazine. 
Members receive four issues per year.   

Learn More  

  

https://history.nebraska.gov/membership



